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by a weight, and stfapencred in 'a 
cistern of water; which always has 
a tendency to sir?k when riot kept 
up by the gas forced fhto it bv_ the 
action of the furnace,, and which 
consequently always dn\es the, gas 
outwards, whenever the cocks are 
opened to admit its escape, arid 
there1>y.effeetua~Uy presents 'the ad 
mission of air through 'the pi pies, at 
the commencement arid termination 
of the operation; fiom which the 
patentee, vvith some reason, appfe- 
hendssuch aiawmrig accidents ; and 
a satisfactory proof of its petfect 
adequacy for this porpos'e arises ¥rom 
Che fact, that we have no account ,of 
the smallest explosion having oc- 
curred in any gas, apparatus where the 
balanced gas-holders mentioned were! 
used ; and moreover the security 
which this contrivance gives, is consi- 
dered so eorrJpjfete,/fhat, it has neve'r 
keen thought woith vi'fyfe, to add 
valves where the gas departs from 
the gas-holder, to prevent its letuin ; 
a most obvious means for this pur- 
pose, though 1 thou'g'ht'Tiylhe paten- 
tee to be impossibfe. 

But though this apparatus So pom- 
pously announced, instead of sur- 
passing those previously made, is i'n- 
fei ior to most of them, and though the 
patentee cannot be perifiitted to as- 
sume the station of tir^t inventoi of 
the applicatioa of coal gas to use p ul 
pu i poses, which he so earnestly 
strove to 'effect; yet he tmist be al- 
lowed the merit of having git a! 



contributed to excite general atten- 
tion to this useful contrivance, and 
to gfVe it the extensive notice it now 
possesses, Which but for him, it is 
probaole for a long peiiod hence, 
it would not have attained. 

If the merit of the different per- 
sons, who have applied themselves 
to the consttuction of apparatus for 
making coal gas, was estimated, that 
of each would probably be found to 
arise fiom the following consider- 
ation's. 

Mr. Mtii dock has the merit of bc- 
irrg the first who invented and con- 
structed an'extSn'sive apparatus for 
coal gas. 

Mr. Cook, of Birmingham, was 
the first who brought the plan 
within the reach of the lesser arti- 
ficers, fitted i't f6r small works, 
and applied it to supply soldering 
lamps ami those for woiking glass 
ornaments. 

Mi. Clegg, of Manchester, was 
the first Who gave the public accu- 
rate plans", ah'd drawings of the ap- 
paratus, for extensive purposes, 
which plans may he seen in this-26'lh 
vol. of the transactions of the so- 
ciety of ai'is. 

And Mr. Winsor by 'his lectures, 
advertisements, patents, exfruoidi- 
"tiary plan for a gas company with 
a vast capital, and his act of par- 
liament, has most brought the inven- 
tion into notice, and cortti'ibuted to 
its present extensive -public ny. 
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